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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0271 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR LA VM CB TH SW BM MY 

SUBJECT: TOUR D'HORIZON WITH SWEDISH AMBASSADOR 

REF: BANGKOK 5757 

1 . SWEDISH AMBASSADOR OBERG AND SWEDISH NARCOTICS 
ATTACHE LEWIN CAME TO SEE US FEBRUARY 28. I SPOKE WITH 
OBERG, AND OUR NARCOTICS COORDINATOR SPOKE WITH LEWIN 
(SEPTEL). 

2. OBERG ASKED FOR A GENERAL RUNDOWN ON THE LAO SITU- 
ATION. I BRIEFED HIM ON THE DROUGHT, THE LAO EMERGENCY 
AID REQUEST, THE SECURITY SITUATION, AND LAOS’ RELA- 
TIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. I TOLD HIM I HAD HEARD THAT 
PEKING HAD CLOSED ITS CONSULATE GENERAL IN PHONG SALY. 

OBERG SAID THAT DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NOUPHAN HAD 
BEEN QUITE FRANK IN TELLING HIM THAT THE LPDR HAD 
SERIOUS SECURITY PROBLEMS. OBERG SEEMED UNAWARE OF THE 
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RECENT IMPROVEMENT IN LAO-THAI RELATIOVS. BUT AGREED 
THAT IT WAS AN EMINENTLY SENSIBLE POLICY FROM THE POINT 
OF VIEW OF BOTH COUNTRIES. 

3. OBERG AGREED WITH MY OBSERVATION THAT LAO SECURITY 
PROBLEMS DID NOT BODE WELL FOR LAO-U.S. RELATIONS. AS 

A RESULT OF KRIANGSAKS AND THE LPDR’S POLICY, THE LAO 
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HAD NOT MADE USE OF THE THAI BUGABOO OVER THE LAST TWO 
MONTHS OR SO. THE LPDR WOULD THUS EITHER HAVE TO BLAME 
ITSELF FOR ITS PROBLEMS OR BLAME AN OUTSIDE AGENCY SUCH 
AS THE U.S. IT WAS NOT HARD TO PREDICT WHICH COURSE OF 
ACTION THE LAO WOULD CHOOSE. 

4. OBERG ASKED FOR MY VIEWS OF LONG TERM VIETNAMESE 
OBIECTIVES IN INDOCHINA. I SAID THAT HANOI WANTED 
FRIENDLY. SECURE BORDERS, BUT SINCE THIS POLICY RAN SO 
MUCH AGAINST THE ETHNIC, LINGUISTIC, AND CULTURAL GRAIN 
OF THEIR NEIGHBORS, THIS WHOLLY UNDERSTANDABLE VIET- 
NAMESE OBJECTIVE COULD NOT HELP BUT PRODUCE FRICTION 
WITH THE LAO AND THE CAMBODIANS. OBERG SAID HE AGREED 
AND SAID THAT SWEDEN BELIEVED THAT THE BEST ASSURANCE 
OF STABILITY IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WAS TO SUPPORT 
THE INDEPENDENCE OF SMALL COUNTRIES SUCH AS LAOS. HE 
WAS THEREFORE VERY HOPEFUL FOR PEACE IN THE REGION. I 
POINTED OUT THAT I AND MANY OF MY DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES 
IN VIENTIANE WERE NOT PARTICULARLY HOPEFUL SINCE THERE 
SEEMED TO BE SUCH A BASIC DISHARMONY BETWEEN VIETNAMESE 
OBJECTIVES ON THE ONE HAND AND THE GENUINE INDEPENDENCE 
OF HANOI'S NEIGHBORS ON THE OTHER. OBERG IMMEDIATELY 
SWITCHED HIS GROUND AND PICKED UP MY OWN PHRASE (WHICH 
I IN TURN HAVE BORROWED FROM A THIRD WORLD COLLEAGUE) 
THAT THE GAME IN INDOCHINA WAS BY NO MEANS OVER. 

ROBERTS 
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NOTE BY OCT: DISTRIBUTION PER MR. ROBINSON, SSO. 
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